
SU Committee Meeting – 16.03.2022
Attendance: AW (President), DM (WCS Rep), JV (SU Comm Member), WS
(SU Comm Member)

Apologies: KM (Vice-President) …???

Absent:

Location: House 8 Conference Room

The four assembled SU Comm members are feeling upbeat and ready to take on
the world.

Assembly Attendance

JV: I can attend the Assembly meeting tomorrow and cast our vote.

Supporting County Durham’s UK City of Culture Bid

JV: It seems a bit vague, but it almost has to.

WS: St Cuthbert’s body was switched out by Henry VIII - where is he actually buried?

DM: Why would you vote against this motion? Maybe if you like Wrexham.

JV to vote in favour.

WS: Bishop Auckland is on the up! They have a billionaire.

Assembly Composition

JV: Has this even changed?

AW: The WSE section has changed.

DM: What does student groups place mean?

JV: Elected through SU societies? Does it include Music Durham, Team Durham, etc.

AW: I don’t think it does.

JV: DUCK Committee is obvious where it comes from, the rest aren’t obvious.
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AW: They’ve changed it to be reps rather than chair/presidents, this could be very good for
things like the Associations where they could have their own elected SU Reps or for
PresComm so it doesn’t always have to be the Chair.

JV: Londonderry was the City of Culture.

AW: How do we feel about it?

JV: Issues we have with it are still there? College place not rep?

AW: But we have to have it as a college place, legally. That should be resolved I hope, but no
promises from the SU yet. Contingent on the Memorandum of Understanding with the
Independent Common Rooms.

DM: What is the difference between student groups and Associations?

AW: Different governance structure within the SU because Associations are about liberation.
With the old Student Group model there was a concern about vote rigging where they were
earmarked for certain categories of groups, this open structure is less exploitable.

WS: The SU should allow write-in candidates in their elections. What if I want to vote for
myself?

AW: In PresComm we agreed to just pass them because something needs to happen.

DM: It can always get better in future, its going up.

WS: Students should just be able to directly elect.

AW: There is 7 places for open elections in cross-campus ballot.

WS: That should be all of them.

JV: You need to have the views of constituent parts like common rooms.

AW: You wouldn’t get enough candidates and even if you did then how are you gonna rank
like 40 people?

WS: You just get one vote.

DM: But then there’d be people with like no votes.

JV: And you wouldn’t know like any of the candidates or what they stand for. In the US you
elect Senators right?

WS: The Senators suck! I’m wearing a top with the House of Representatives on, I like the
Representative.

AW: There’s something to be said about having an AGM system where anyone can turn up
and vote?

WS: Its just not democratic right now!

JV: You’d need so many students to have that work.
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AW: Churchill said that democracy is not perfect but its the best we’ve got or something like
that. Maybe that wasn’t Churchill. He also said the biggest argument against democracy is a 5
minute conversation with the average voter, so maybe not the best person to quote.

WS: Computer government.

AW: Technocracy?

WS: No.

AW: You do not come from a free country, WS. My view is that this motion is the worst
Assembly composition except for all other previously proposed Assembly compositions so
we should vote for it because its better than nothing. I propose that we vote in favour of it but
express in Assembly our view that it should be continually reviewed and improved upon.

All in agreement, JV to vote and speak accordingly.

JV: Its the best we have so far but its not perfect.

AOB
AW: I’ve been looking into affiliating Cuth’s to the National Union of Students.

DM & JV: Oooooo

AW: I spoke to Gary (SU CEO) yesterday and we have a few different options for
membership, we won’t be able to join as a full member to gain a Conference Delegate, but
we could join their charitable side and get a lot of the training and support they offer and we
might be able to get Associate Membership.

DM: Which means?

AW: We’d be invited to conferences and events without voting rights. Could be a good
developmental possibility?
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